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The editors of this book work as instructors at Vilmos Apor Catholic College in the town 

of Vac, Hungary. Erno Kallai is a professor, and also a researcher at the Minorities 

Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He was the Parliamentary 

Commissioner of National and Ethnic Minority Rights between 2007 and 2011 in 

Hungary. Laszlo Kovacs is an associate professor. 

This book was inspired by the success of a conference organized in the autumn of 2008 

as a joint effort by the Department of Education, Social Sciences and Romology of Vilmos 

Apor Catholic College and the Family Pedagogy Section of the Hungarian Pedagogy 

Society. The book gives an overview of the research results of the institution, and it also 

contains Romology related studies created by presenters invited to the conference.  

The book is multidisciplinary. It features writings from experts in psychology, academic 

and practical pedagogy, and sociology. The reason for this approach is that the authors 

believe that there is no such thing as “Romani pedagogy”, instead, there is universal 

mastering knowledge that is well applicable to the education of several ethnic groups.  

The primary goal of the editors of this book was to provide a knowledge base for the 

students at AVCC in Vac, but they also recommend the book to colleagues and students 

at other higher education institutions, or anyone else interested in the recent research 

results presented.  

The editors would like to express their honour with this volume to Istvan Kemeny, the 

most influential researcher of Romology in the 20th century. 
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The book consists of three major parts, all of which begin with a matching quotation. In 

the first part of the book, whose motto is that ”I can only teach a child I have gotten to 

know.” (by M. Montessori), authors touch on general subjects like values, moral tutoring, 

and challenges of multicultural education today. I have selected the following papers to 

be the most relevant to my research topic from this part.  

The book starts out with ‘Being a child in the 21st century’ by Laszlo Varga, which gives 

an overview of the history of childhood and also analyses the connection between the 

child and the school. The study states that the effect of school as a child-rearing 

institution or factor is minor to that of the media in many cases. Besides the media, 

computers also endanger the development of children by excluding the possibility of 

belonging a community from their lives. How can schools react to the situation? The 

author thinks that schools themselves should change, because they can only show the 

value if they reinterpret the connections between adults and children in this changing 

world, and if they do not consider children as the followers of adult norms, but they take 

children as values of their own with their variegation. 

“Recognizing personality and forming connections” by Istvan Babosik is about positive 

tutor-student relationships and their importance. Why is such a positive relationship 

important? Why should you aim for its establishment? The first question can be 

answered by that positive tutor-student relationship forms the bridge that conveys 

educational influence. Without this precondition, the child will not accept the guidance 

of the tutor, so the kid becomes unmanageable by the teacher. Another reason for having 

a positive teacher-student relationship is that it also brings a positive effect on teacher-

parent and school-parent relationships. Being aware of these facts, teachers should start 

searching for communication possibilities with their students. 

The work of Judit Torgyik is about multicultural education. Multicultural education is 

the field of education whose main goal is to provide equal educational possibilities for 

students of different genders, ethnic and cultural groups. In a narrower sense, it deals 

with the position and education of ethnic minorities.  

The studies following this last one elaborate on more generic concepts related to the 

everyday life of schools. The work of Eva Csontos connects both to the title of the book 

and the motto of the first part: she focuses on analysing values for getting to know the 

world and students. The focus of Sandor Balazs’s study, on the other hand, is the current 

issues of moral tutoring. Furthermore, in her study entitled ‘Changing roles of families in 

the socialization of children’, Ilona Meszaros emphasizes the educative effect of the 

family, since kids first meet the norms, habits and values of the society in their families. 

Anetta Adam’s work focuses on discipline at school and demonstrates the way discipline 

changes as we walk the route of shame, courage and dignity.  

The paper of Mrs. Gyorgyne Villanyi gives useful information and practical advice for 

kindergarten teachers on how to familiarize with small children.  
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The motto of the second part is “Future is shaped by today's schools” (by Albert Szent-

Gyorgyi).  

The second part of the book elaborates on disadvantaged positions, acceptance and 

exclusion, relationships between kindergarten and school, possibilities for empathy, and 

the pedagogical consequences of these.  

Anna Bakonyi draws attention to one of the most pressing issues of today’s pedagogical 

life: the integration of the handicapped and those living at the periphery of society. The 

author states that inclusive pedagogy provides the ideological background and the 

practice for integrational education. The purpose is not that these people catch up with 

others, but they should reach their own maximums, or in other words, the students 

should be able to advance within their own bounds and habits. This method requires 

differentiation from the teacher in the tasks, in the ways leading to these tasks, and in 

the evaluation as well. 

In his work entitled Awareness of social identity and education, Arpad Skrabski points 

out that religion can play an important role in the education of Gypsy/Romani children. 

In schools organized on a cultural (ethnic, religious) basis, the aspects of belonging to 

the given culture dominate, so they are able to create equal chances in school for 

disadvantaged students. 

The next study deals with the most important reasons why pre-school education got 

focused recently, and it also analyses the chances of getting day-nursery provisioning for 

families in a disadvantageous situation. The three authors perform SWOT-analysis to 

help the management of institutions. However, Laszlo Kovacs elaborates on a related 

topic in his paper, which starts out with the idea that the foundation for the educational 

programs for minorities lies in kindergarten education. The transition from day-nursery 

to kindergarten should be seamless for kids so that children should not notice the 

fundamental changes in the factors (attitudes and treatment) affecting their 

personalities. For this to work, the two institutions need connecting pedagogic 

programs. 

Maria Fulopne Erdo's study, “Acceptance or exclusion” stresses that group connections 

play a very important role in the development of youth. The experience of belonging or 

not belonging to a group has a crucial effect on forming a person's identity. It is very 

important that a peaceful, accepting, non-aggressive attitude towards the members of 

other groups is formed before adult age. 

Empathy can help educators in preventing and stopping segregation. It serves the basis 

for the good teacher-student relationship, and it also creates emotional stability, which 

opens the way for the possibility of broader emotional tutoring. Since it is Gypsy 

youngsters that face segregation predominantly, the study of Agota Feher marks 

chances for empathy as sources for deeper understanding.  
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The last study in this field is written by Rita Rostas, which gives an insight into a 

psychologist’s experiences acquired in “weekly homes” (institutions, where children 

stay from Monday to Friday) and temporary homes. 

The third part engages in Romology, topics related to the sociological and pedagogic 

issues of Gypsy people. The following motto was chosen for this part: “Loving somebody 

means seeing them the way God wanted them to be.” (Dostoevsky) 

One of the editors of the book, Erno Kallai deals with the history of Gypsies/Romani 

people from the very beginnings until the early days of the 21st century. 

Zoltan Babosik elaborates on the history of education of Gypsies in Hungary from the 

18th century to the present day. Since our research relates to the present, we focus on 

the corresponding part of this study. After the change of the political regime in Hungary, 

the ratio of Gypsy students who continued their studies after elementary school started 

to increase. New institutions were established to help Gypsy youngsters in this respect. 

Coaching and talent support programs, educational institutions for the Gypsy minority, 

along with scholarships from various foundations all added their share to this 

improvement. The most influential factor to persuade completing elementary school and 

choosing to continue studies is the relationship between parents and children to school. 

The last more than 10 years of improvement is the result of the fact that some families 

have a different view on the advantages and disadvantages of continuing studies today 

than they used to have in the past. 

The studies (performed in 1971, 1993 and 2003 regarding Gypsies and school) by Istvan 

Kemeny and his workgroup describe the status of Gypsy society. Their research shows 

that the ratio of Gypsy youngsters who complete all 8 classes of elementary school has 

greatly improved. While 86% of the Gypsy population never completed elementary 

school in 1971, this ratio dropped by roughly a half to 42% in 1993 and decreased 

further by 2003. Today, completing elementary school has become a general property of 

the whole society. The change of the political system also brought by a substantial 

increase in the number of students that could be admitted to high schools, and this 

opened the doors of education for Gypsy youngsters as well. Kemeny and his team think 

that the reasons for dropping out early from school stem in the late start of education, 

and the high ratio of failures.  

The author thinks that the issues unsolved till 2007 in education are the following:  

- the majority of Gypsy children start school with several years of delay,  

- only a fifth of them continue their studies in a high school, 

- two-thirds of Gypsy student enrolled in a high school drop out early, and never 

complete their high school studies,  

- only 1.2% of Gypsy youngsters make it to a college or university. 
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The paper of Katalin Zoka analyses whether there is a place for Gypsy tales in 

kindergarten literature education, and it gets to the conclusion that Gypsy folk-tales may 

be told in kindergarten groups of any nationalities if the tale is picked according to the 

appropriate professional aspects by the kindergarten teacher. Gypsy tales can help with 

getting to know, understanding and accepting each other. 

The last study in the third block is based on the experiences of empirical analysis: it 

evaluates the effect of courses in the fields of Romology and multicultural education on 

the views of students. The changes in students’ opinion were analysed by asking 

questions after they finished the courses. The responses show that a single semester of 

studies initiates a positive change in the thinking of college students regarding gipsies. 

I recommend the book to the workers and students of higher education institutions, and 

to anyone interested in the recent research results in this field. 


